- | Tothe Right Honorable the Repreſentative power of the People 
1 of England in Parliament afſembled at Weſtminſter. 
| The bumble Petition of all the impriſoned perſons for debt, inſlaved within the [everall priſons of this land,by the 


4 Law of Cructey, Injuftice;Tyranny and Oppreſſion 


 Humbly complaining, ſhew, : 
Hat this honourable Houſe, after the Kings death, did (by Proclamation) moſt juſtly declare this Nation to be a free 
peo le, and the Government thercof as a free State,by the fundamentall Law of this Land. That this whole Nacion (as well 
F as your Pctirioners) accordingly expectcd their ſpeedy acquittance from this unſupportable Norman yoke of bondage and fla-, 
AF very, ill notwithſtanding continued, That after cight years unceſlant ſolicitation bor the juſt and undeniable Libercies of this 
# Nation, upon the many ſeverall declared promiſes from time to time made unto them by this honourable Houle, as alſo to the 


\V} Lord General of Ireland, and to all the Officers of the Army before their departure for Ireland, for the ſpeedy paſſing the 


VN .A& for the ſame, according to the great Charter of Englands Liberty, called Magna (harta , this great Nation, the faid 
T 'Army, and your inſlaved Petitioners did undoubtedly, and ill do expect the ſpeedy paſſing of the ſame by you accordingly = 
{ N Yet hitherro this whole Nation and the Army, as well as your Petioners, have becn delayed and deprived of the ſamic , and 

} inſtead thereof, there is a fruicleſſe Paper publiſhed in print, intituled ,»An A for releaſe of poor Priſoners, which Paper appea= 
xeth to all people and Nacions to be of no worth nor validity, but rather as a further ſnarcof cruelty unto all the people of 


cy 


this 12nd, as well as to theſe your inſ]>yed Petitioners. 

The ſeyerall Judges of this Laad alto refuſing to a by it for your Petitioners diſcharge out of priſon, accounting the ſaid 
fruiclefle Paper alrogerhcr inſufficient, as here-underby ſeverall Afidavits appearerh, and the coutents thereof manifeſteth to 
all men, and by which this Nation, the Army , and your inflaved Petitioners arc unjuſtly deceived of their juſtly expeed 
Liberty, by you alſo promiſed. 

- The premiſes ſeriouſly conſidered , and for that the regaining of | ; 
| {| the National Liberty , hach beene with the expence of many See the famous Law Bovke called Mirrour of 
| + | millions of the Nacionall creaſure in 4 Sea of the Souldiers life blood, Juſtice, wherein the ſundamentall Law 4s clearly 
| and for thatthe y ue reſt 1uration thereof ( without any ſelte -ended c:ed againſt impriſonment for debt, corrupt admi® , 
obſtruction) is by this great Nation ſtill expe&ed, from you that are miſtrarion of Fuſtice, and the puniſhments duc, ts - 
by them intrnſted for their weal, and not for their woe, for the eſta= be inflited for the ſame on Fudges and all offen- + 
Eliſhmens of thcir juſt fi eedomcs regaincd, and not for the continuation ders, viz. life for life, limb for limb, eflate for e- © 
of the Norman yoke of bondage and flavery upoa their perſons and e- ſtare , ampriſoument for impriſonment. See folia 
ſtares, by the preſent impious, anlimited, delatory, chargeable, corrupt 27,28, 29, 3o. 57. 64. 207, 226. 231. 239, 249. 
| praQiſe of the Law, by the Judges, Lawyers, Attorneyes, and Clerks, 247.257.274.283,284. 
' to the utter ruine of many thouſands,in thei: eſtates, liberties, and liyes. - 4 
Your Pcritioners therefore humbly pray, that the ſaid Nartionall A& for liberty {to the aboliſhing of the Capias, for the fu- 
ture prevention of of all cruell, malicious, falſe, unjuſt , vexatious arreſts and impiiſonincnts/of mens perſons, now; barbarouſs 
ly Kill exerciſcd) may, be paſſed ſpeedily, ro your honour, peace, and ſafery, and the content of this great Nation and Ar 
ny, that ſo they may grow truly ſenſible of your readinefle and care (| as fanthtull Stewards) for the advance of your owne and 
cheir welfare to poſterity, and for the preſervation of your Pecirioners liberties and lives from pcrithing miſerably in the ſeverall 
dens of cruelty , with a due examination of their juſt guicvances by faithfull Commiſſioners, and not by Lawyers or Judges, 
- the only well-willers to Oppreſſors and Goalers. FRE ; 

For the ſpeedy accompliihment whereof, to the advance of Gods glory (in true juſtice, judgement,and mercy) ;your own ho= 

norzand the peace and welfare of this great Nation, your Petitioners hall pray. 


| 


Signed for all by J.F. 


John Hutley, Gentleman,and Nathanael Neale Mercer, do ſeverally make oath, that they did attend the Fudges'of the Court 
of Common Pleas at Weſtminſter with a Petition,in the behalf of Priſoners in the Fleet for rcleaſe, the 26, of Offober, 1649, 
but the Lord chief Fufice S.lohn anſwered in open Court, that he could do nothing upon or by the (aid Aft for releaſe of fri- 
ſorers, untill a ſurther Order gained from the Parlzamert, for that the ſaid A 3s not in it ſelfe ſufficient. 


Jurar;2 6.dic Oob. 1649. 


Thoms Bennet. 


